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Pricing Options

Oxford Art Online offers concurrent level pricing for academic insti-
tutions and small public libraries. Also available is unlimited access
pricing for academic institutions based on FTE and for public librar-
ies based on population served. More specific pricing and licensing
terms are determined on an individual basis; pricing inquiries should
be directed to <oxfordonline @oup.com>.

Product Description

Oxford University Press, a trusted publisher, launched the Oxford
Reference Online gateway in 2008. Oxford Art Online is a platform
through which one can search Oxford Art reference products, one of
which is the Grove Art Online (formerly the Grove Dictionary of Art).
Oxford Art Online contains the full text of The Grove Dictionary of
Art, The Oxford Companion to Western Art, ed. by H. Bristocke; The
Concise Oxford Dictionary of Art Terms, ed. by M. Clarke; and The
Encyclopedia of Aesthetics, ed. by M. Kelly. In sum, the database
contains over 23,000 subject entries, 21,000 biographies, 40,000 im-
age links, 5,000 images, and 500,000 bibliographic entries. Access
to these authoritative reference materials in a single online interface
makes Oxford Art Online a gateway for art research.

Critical Evaluation

BASIC FEATURES

Oxford Art Online includes many basic features that users will find

helpful:

® An attractive, easy-to-use interface with numerous search and
browse access points throughout the site.

m Specification on the main page of products included in one’s insti-
tutional subscription.

m Distinctly labeled e-mail, print, and cite functions for each refer-
ence article and image.

m The option to export a citation to bibliographic management sys-
tems such as EndNote, ProCite, Reference Manager, and Ref-
Works.

m Clearly displayed and hyperlinked navigation to related articles,
images, and content across all reference products.

m Access to educational materials such as timelines of world art, les-
son plans, and thematic guides.

m A comprehensive Help section.

SEARCH FEATURES

m Users have the option to execute a basic search limiting by source,
limiting to images (only), or performing a cross-search of all
sources and materials.

m Users have a number of sophisticated search tools in the advanced
search, such as the use of Boolean operators and wildcards.

m Users have a number of advanced search options, including the
ability to further refine their search by subject categories within
Grove Art Online: art and art forms; geography; people; styles and
cultures; and time periods.

m Users have the choice of further refining or limiting their search
results by source, subject categories, or material type (biography,
subject entry, or image) or simply starting a new search.

m Users can browse descriptions about the products included in their
institutional subscription, as well as perform searches in these par-
ticular sources.

STRENGTHS

The major strength of Oxford Art Online is the breadth of authorita-
tive content. Combining the Grove Art Online with these distinct en-
cyclopedias provides the user with a complementary collection cov-
ering individuals, images, key concepts, periods, movements, critical
theories, and philosophies.

There is a substantial amount of scholarship covered by the Oxford
Art Online and the interface supports the discovery and utilization
of it. For example, a search for “Futurism” returns 265 results, all of
which are either subject entries or biographies from the encyclope-
dias included. In the results list, each entry is labeled by type (sub-
ject entry, biography, image, etc.) and clearly specifies the source, for
example The Oxford Companion to Western Art. The first result is a
subject entry for “Futurism” in Grove Art Online. The lengthy article
is broken down into hyperlinked headings that are displayed at the be-
ginning of the article under Article Contents. In addition, tabs at the
top of the article display the images embedded in the article, as well
as the Related Content, or more articles on Futurism in the other en-
cyclopedias, or Related Articles within Grove Art Online. Entries also
include cross-references and within the entry text there are hyperlinks
to images and external articles. All of the entries are of the highest
quality and are written by scholars in the field.

Oxford Art Online is not a source for new and emerging artists be-
cause of the obvious discontinuity between popular recognition and
academic acknowledgement. However, the Grove Art Online is up-
dated frequently and may eventually include these artists. For exam-
ple, a search for the contemporary group the “Guerilla Girls” yielded
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The Oxford Art Online contract options are reasonable.

Contract Options:

The Oxford Art Online is a collection of scholarly and critical encyclopedias that complement each other and provide the
user with a background to critical art theory and philosophy. It is unmatched elsewhere.

The Oxford Art Online interface is easy-to-use and intuitive.

Pricing is on the expensive side, but Oxford University Press does offer concurrent and unlimited access pricing options.

a subject entry dated October 20, 2006, from Grove Art. The other en-
cyclopedias available in Oxford Art Online are not updated.

Another way to find information within Oxford Art Online is to use
the browse options at the top of the page: All Content, Biographies,
Subject entries, Images, and Tools and Resources. For example, one
can browse Biographies from Grove Art and limit the search to Af-
rica and Women Artists, Architects, and Craftsmen. Other available
browsing subject categories are: Art and Art Forms; Geography; Peo-
ple; Styles and Cultures; and Time Periods. The other encyclopedias
and dictionary do not have this search and browse capability.

The images available in Oxford Art Online are embedded in the arti-
cles and are not comprehensive collections of an artist’s works. How-
ever, Oxford Art Online provides external links to images at museums
and in Art Resource and the ArtStor database (the administrator can
add their ArtStor subscription link in the administrative module).

Oxford Art Online offers direct-linking so users can link to articles
or images from their course-management systems. An administrative
module is also available with COUNTER usage statistics, OpenURL
linking, MARC records, and other account customizations available.

WEAKNESSES

Each article is written by a scholar. When one clicks on the contribu-
tor’s name, information about how to cite the article in MLA, Chi-
cago, and Export a Citation appears. The contributor’s name should

Contact Information

Online Products Customer Support
Oxford University Press

198 Madison Avenue

New York, NY 10016

Phone:  (800) 334-4249, ext. 6484

Fax: (212) 726-6476

URL: <www.oup.com/online/us/>

be hyperlinked to a page with their credentials and a list of all of the
articles they have written that appear in the Oxford Art Online should
be cataloged.

Oxford Art’s search engine is not forgiving and does not automati-
cally correct misspellings or suggest terms if one gets low or zero re-
sults. For example, a search for “Jackson Pollack™ garnered 1 result,
whereas the correct spelling had 158 results.

CONCLUSION

Oxford Art Online is highly recommended for academic and large
public libraries. It is the ultimate, online gateway to critical reflection
on art and artists.

Contract Provisions and Authentication

The contract provisions for Oxford Art Online database seem to be
standard and equitable. Access to the Oxford Art Online database is
available via IP address authentication via proxy server.
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