
Praise for the first edition:

"Bursting with information and enhanced by contributions from its illustrious advisory board,
which includes Jamaica Kincaid, Nell Irvin Painter, Cornel West and Nobel Laureate Wole
Soyinka, this book belongs on every family's reference shelf." -- Publishers Weekly

"The editors have admirably fulfilled the dream of African American scholar and leader W.E.B.
Du Bois, who worked for much of his life to create such a monument. Highly recommended..." 
--Library Journal

"Many other reference books on African Americans provide information on the transatlantic slave
trade and some provide information on selected cultural practices and folkways that Africans
infused into American culture, but Africana holds a unique place among reference works by
bridging the Atlantic in numerous ways." --Booklist

..."Africana will be a very useful tool, and may even set new standards and change attitudes about
the African and African-American experience." -- The New York Times Book Review

"Africana's very existence shows how far African Americans have come since W.E.B. Du Bois
first dreamed of an Encyclopaedia Africana at the start of this century. It's great to have one
volume that shines light on the rich truth of black life, which our society has too long left in the
shadows."-- Jesse Jackson, Founder, Rainbow/PUSH Coalition

"For more than two centuries, European and North American scholars have sought to encompass
the knowledge and achievements of the West in encyclopedias in which black people have spent
most of their time in the wings. Now, with Africana: The Encyclopedia of the African and African
American Experience, we have an encyclopedia where Africa and her descendents stand at center
stage." -- Maya Angelou, Reynolds Professor of American Studies, Wake Forest University

"What a wonderful thing for the young people of this country to have, at last, within a single
source, a chronicle of the history and achievements, the suffering and the triumphs, of African
Americans and their cousins in Africa, the Caribbean, Latin America, and the rest of the world." 
-- Marian Wright Edelman, President, Children's Defense Fund


