Holmes, Moody & Dine: Research Methods for the Biosciences

GENERAL RISK ASSESSMENT

First read the notes you have been provided with.  Then complete the following form.  Each table may be extended as needed using the ‘Table’ facility in Word. Stick this risk assessment firmly into your lab or field notebook and ensure that your supervisor/tutor has signed to say they have seen it.  You must not proceed with your research until you have done this.

Name …………………………………………

Course………………………………………..

Title of project………………………………..

	Provide a brief description of the practical work that is being planned.




1. Hazard identification
Identify all the potential hazards and the nature of the hazard you or others may encounter as a result of the work you are planning.  These hazards may be modified by activity or a direct consequence of the activity.  For some hazards such as chemicals there are recognised risk codes e.g. R10.). You may include these codes, but must indicate at least once in this table what each code means.  

	Hazard
	Nature of hazard

	
	 

	
	

	
	


2. Rate each hazard 

Rate each hazard as major, serious or slight, assuming that you are using no control measures. 
	Hazard
	Rating (major, serious or slight)

	
	

	
	

	
	


3. Grade the possible scale of exposure

Grade the possible exposure of your self or others to each hazard using the scale high, medium or low.  This possible exposure will be determined by the hazard and the way in which the hazard will be encountered.

	Hazard
	Scale of possible exposure (high, medium, low)

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. Assess the probability of harm

You can now assess the probability of harm to yourself and others as a result of the work you may carry out. The probability of harm is determined by combining the rating of the nature of the hazard (major, serious, slight) and the possible scale of exposure that may result from the way in which the hazard will be encountered/used (high, medium, low).

	Hazard
	Probability of harm

	
	

	
	

	
	


5. What precautions are needed to control or reduce this risk

For each hazard and/or activity, indicate the control measures you intend to put in place to reduce the probability of harm to yourself and others.  There are recognised safety codes that indicate suitable precautions. In general these relate to the use of chemicals. You may use these codes but must explain in full at least once in this table what each safety code means.

	Hazard
	Precautions to control or reduce risk

	
	

	
	

	
	


6. Re-evaluate the probability of harm 

Make a second assessment of the probability of harm for each hazard assuming that the control measures are in place and effective.

	Hazard
	Probability of harm if control measures are in place and effective

	
	

	
	

	
	


7. Risk assessment

Overall is there an acceptable level of risk? 

YES                                                            NO

If NO you must not proceed with this project but must see your supervisor.

8. Emergency protocols

Give very clear details about any necessary emergency protocols.

	Nature of emergency
	Action to be taken

	
	

	
	

	
	


I have completed this risk assessment and am aware and accept the risks for this research project.  

Signed by student………………..                                Date …………………

I have seen this risk assessment before the work commences

Signed by supervisor…………………….                Date ………………………   
