	Date 22/2/2006
	 TITLE  \* MERGEFORMAT Chapter 5 
	Para 5.38

	
	Type of update – Referral under Article 9 ECMR

	
	In July 2005, the Office of Fair Trading requested the referral under Article 9 ECMR of the proposed acquisition of Exeter Airport by Macquarie Airports Ltd and Ferrovial Aeropuertos SA from Devon County Council. The two companies already held joint ownership of Bristol Airport, and the Office of Fair Trading considered that the south-west of England was a distinct market for the supply of airport infrastructure services to airlines, in which the parties’ share of the market in this area may be high enough to raise competition concerns. The European Commission agreed to the request.* Ultimately, the proposed acquisition was abandoned by the parties after the Office of Fair Trading referred it to the Competition Commission.**
* Case COMP/M.3823 MAG / Ferriovial Aeropuertos / Exeter Airport (2005).

** OFT, 11 October 2005; Competition Commission, 4 November 2005.


	
	


