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	Case Developments

	
	A further example of the referral of multiple competing bids for a rail franchise was seen in respect of the Greater Western rail franchise awarded in 2006. Of the three references made,* two were subsequently cancelled before completion after the franchise had been awarded to the third bidder.** The Competition Commission then proceeded to clear the bid of the successful franchisee.***

* Stagecoach Group plc and Brunel Trains Ltd: Greater Western Passenger Rail Franchise (OFT, 30 September 2005); National Express Group plc: Greater Western Passenger Rail Franchise (OFT, 30 September 2005); FirstGroup PLC: Greater Western Passenger Rail Franchise (OFT, 30 September 2005).

** First Group plc was the successful bidder – see Department for Transport, ‘Department For Transport Announces Winner of Greater Western Franchise’, press release, 13 December 2005. The other two references were cancelled by the Competition Commission shortly following this announcement (22 December 2005).

*** Greater Western Passenger Rail Franchise (Competition Commission, 8 March 2006).



	
	


