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	Communication from the Commission relating to the revision of the 1997 notice on the internal rules of procedure for processing requests for access to the file (2004/C 259/05) 


	
	On 21 October 2004 the Commission has published a Communication inviting all interested parties to send comments on the draft Commission Notice on the rules for access to the Commission file in cases pursuant to Articles 81 and 82 of the EC Treaty, Articles 53, 54 and 57 of the EEA Agreement and Council Regulation (EC) No 139/2004 (the “Draft Notice”).
The Draft Notice refers to the term access to the Commission file, as mentioned in Article 18(1) and (3) of the New Merger Regulation, and in Article 17(1) of the New Merger Implementing Regulation, as the right of access to the documents obtained, produced and/or assembled by the Commission Directorate General for Competition, during the investigation that has led the Commission to raise its objections. 

Under the scope of this Notice, access to the file can only be granted, upon request, to the persons, undertakings or associations of undertakings to which the Commission addresses its statement of objections and to other involved parties who have been informed of the objections in so far as this is necessary for the purposes of preparing their comments. 
The Draft Notice provides for further explanation of the rights embraced within the term “access to the file” and determines the scope of this right, in particular: (i) the documents to which access is granted, as well as the rules relating to confidential information (ie business secrets and other confidential information) and internal Commission documents; and (ii) the procedural moment for the granting of access to the file. 
The Draft Notice also includes the procedure for implementing access to the file.

	
	http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/pri/en/oj/dat/2004/c_259/c_25920041021en00080018.pdf 


